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.County Blinds & Awnings.  

x Romans  
x Curtains 
x Shutters  
x Venetians  
x Roller Blinds   
x Vertical Blinds  

Contact us today: 109 Worlds End Lane  
x 01689 851093       Green Street Green 
x sales@CBandA.com            Orpington 
x WWW.CBandA.com                     Kent 
                                                  BR6 6AE 

Type to enter text
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To
ADVERTISE 

in the Chart News 
please contact 
Melanie Calver  

 01883 714196 or email 
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com

A quarter  page only costs

£35
for four issues

 Half and full pages  pro rata
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Editorial
Only The Archers has been free of coronavirus, until now!  For the rest of us, 
we have had lockdown since the day our last issue went to press, nearly  
40,000 people  (perhaps many more) have died at time of writing and the 
government are still deciding what to do! Meanwhile, the NHS is saved, and 
we have all been thrilled by the walking adventures of Major Thomas Moore, 
aged 100. 

The lockdown has now got slightly easier, but it is surely daft that parks and 
golf courses and our own children’s playground were closed to prevent people 
enjoying the open air. It was madness for the National Trust to close most of 
the carparks around ‘our’ common. Fortunately they are open again now. We 
can understand the need to close Box Hill and other sites which attract huge 
crowds, (Mark Richards explains on page 30) and we do know some people 
have been busy ringing the authorities and telling of their neighbours cycling 
in groups, picnicking on the common, sitting on park benches or sunbathing in 
public. The public should be relied on to social distance, and as we have seen, 
most of us do just that. We should not all be governed by the lunacy of a few.  
Maybe when the virus is completely behind us we will have a community 
which is more caring, because lots of people have been busy helping the 
elderly or infirm with their shopping or other important tasks, including our 
own Limpsfield Chart Community Help  Group (see page 14).  

There was a lone tent on the grass at the junction of Tally Road and B269 with 
the suggestion of someone living in it. But before we could investigate further, 
it disappeared as quickly as it had arrived. If anyone knows anything, please 
get in  touch. 

May 8th was the 75th anniversary of VE Day.  All  over the media, 90+ year 
olds were being asked to remember their days at the end of the war. We have 
our own 97 year old ex-soldier, Brian Longley, to remember the end of the war 
in Europe for us (page 21). In Limpsfield Chart there was bunting festooned 
on several houses, and at least one street party with very loud music and 
people sitting far apart. Since the lock down eased, there have been lots of 
families and groups of like minded people enjoying the sunshine on the grass 
outside the Carpenters, and enjoying the food and drink gratefully supplied by 
Eloise and Andy. Thanks a lot for that.  
Cover: Two residents at work. Jane Fisher (left), General Manager for 
Renal Services at Imperial Hospital, and Dr. Jane Evans, Consultant and 
Divisional Chair of Medicine and Cardiovascular  Science at St. Georges. 
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STEVEN HAWKINS PLUMBING & HEATING LTD. 

Bathrooms, Heating Systems, Radiators, Boiler Servicing and Repairs, 
General Plumbing, Boiler Changes, Cylinder Replacements 

FREE ESTIMATES 
CITY AND GUILDS & CORGI REGISTERED 

 
TEL: 01732 863183 

MOBILE: 07980 607491

VE Day was almost exactly five years after Winston Churchill became 
Prime minister, on 10th May 1940, so last month was the 80th  anniversary, 
as recorded by David Walsh on page 25.  David Walsh’s interview with 
Andrew Roberts about his Churchill biography, features in the 
Chiddingstone (Virtual) Literary Festival on page  56. 

As important as anything in this issue is the celebration of the 25th 
anniversary of the Chart News. We were hoping to have a party for everyone 
who has helped over the years but that has had to go on a back burner. But 
the original founders are still active: Duncan Ferguson writes about the early 
days on page 8,  John  Raymer picks his favourite covers, which he drew, on 
page 10, and Neil Mackay is still co-editing this magazine! We hope 
everyone feels Chart News is a record of what happens in our village and a 
notice board of future plans and we wish a happy 25th anniversary to all our 
readers, writers and helpers. Chart News has evolved over those 25 years 
but remember that it is your mouthpiece. If you have something to say, to 
complain about or to praise, please do get it touch. 

The Editors 
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25th Anniversary – Setting the Scene
It was summer 1995 when Martin Kelly, priest in charge of St Andrew’s, 
co-opted John Raymer, Neil Mackay and I to help start a Parish 
Newsletter, the main aim of which would be to promote the series of 
events planned in 1996 to celebrate the centenary of St Andrew’s.  He 
would edit, John provide cover design, artwork and layout, and Neil and 
I would sell the advertisements, commission articles and arrange print 
and distribution.  

My memory of those early years is a mix of panic, despair and happiness.  
Take the first issue.  Well actually someone did!  I had printed it in the St 
Peter’s office and had  stowed the pages in my car when the vehicle was 
stolen.  I was allowed a reprint there but told “never again, please find 
somewhere else!”   In fact, until now, the magazine has been printed in 
six different locations.  When Neil and I printed it at St Peter & St Paul in 
Lingfield, there was more panic as we were left to ourselves and fated 
with a machine we had no idea how to operate.  I think the first run there 
took about seven hours. On another occasion Neil and I were intending to 
hold our editorial planning meeting in the Royal Oak pub in Crockham 
Hill when something I innocently said to mine host as he poured our 
beers obviously enraged him as he ordered us from the premises 
forthwith.  Poor Neil, who had been quietly keeping our table, suddenly 
found himself on the pavement, in steady rain, with limited prospects.  
We had no mobile phones and neither of us drive, but eventually we 
found a resident we knew who drove us home.  We later discovered that 
mine host was known in the village as “Gas Mk 5”. 

I recall happier times when we hosted children’s Christmas parties in the 
hall with Brian Longley as Santa and Neil and I his elves, dressed in 
green.  We employed a conjuror and our wives prepared sumptuous teas.  
After John Wilson had joined the ‘Band of Brothers’ we three shared the 
printing and with better finances bought a second-hand printer.  This 
needed a Third Man as during the printing runs it would start to jump and 
misalign which required constant vigilance and numerous stop-starts to 
reset.  When we printed in St Andrew’s House we were given a 
wonderful welcome by the late Kathryn Copsey, the wife of Nigel 
Copsey the then Priest in Charge.  Kathryn always produced amazing 
cookies and real coffee to sustain us. 
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Chart News 
Chart News is published four times a year, in March, June, September and 
December. 600 copies are distributed free of charge to every household on the 
Chart, and copies are also available in the Carpenters Arms, the Church and 
elsewhere.  We are always on the look out for news and articles. Please  email 
them to mackay717@btinternet.com and dwickham@indimage.com or ring 
01883 723231 or 01883 652113. 

Publishing Dates 2020/21 
   Copy Date  Publishing Date 
              Autumn  4th September              19th September  
         Winter   30th November            5th December 
  Spring   16th March 2021         23rd March 2021 
             Summer  28th May              4th June 
Advertising costs for 4 issues:  
Page £110, colour £125;  Inside cover £125;  Back cover £140;  ½ page £60, 
colour £70;  ¼ page £35. Enquiries to Melanie Calver -  
melaniecalver@ntlworld.com 01883 714196 
Please mention Chart News when replying to an advertisement.

Those are just some recollections of the past, from John Raymer’s superb 
front covers and John Wilson’s patience with the print runs, and his skilful 
management of the finances to, of course, my being bitten twice by residents’ 
dogs when delivering their newsletters! A few years ago I decided I should 
pass the reins to younger hands (at that time the aggregate age of we four 
was 330 years) and so retired.  I now enjoy the widening scope of articles 
and the excellent quality of the colour magazine, so far removed from the 
early days – but it was all a great experience. 

Duncan Ferguson 

Here’s an extract from the first ever Chart Newsletter, about Good 
Neighbours 
       .…one of the most important schemes initiated over the years is  
          our ‘Good Neighbours’ scheme. The following are the ideals  
         we are endeavouring to achieve…  
 1. Welcoming newcomers to the area with a welcome pack 
 2. Delivering newsletters, Christmas notices etc  
     3.To be aware of any circumstances where the outstretched hand   
 of  friendship would be useful. 
Maybe we are doing what we should always be doing. -Ed

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:melaniecalver@ntlworld.com
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Illustrating the Chart Newsletter 
The summer of 1995 saw the first publication of the Chart Newsletter. I 
had been asked to consider its appearance with the proviso that it was 
not to look slick but rather informal and amateur.  As the issues 
progressed this look came naturally or shall I say with little effort. Those 
early issues were slim, positively undernourished, they had no page 
numbers as that seemed unnecessary, after all, at a mere seven pages 
including the covers you wouldn’t lose your way in them!  In addition I 
was responsible for putting the pages in some sort of order, the result 
was very much a thing of patches!  

There was no way of knowing what subjects would crop up in the new 
publication so it was essential to keep the cover simple and adaptable. At 
some stage in the future the front might feature a photograph in colour 
but in the meantime the answer was to be a pen and ink drawing that 
would relate to a subject dealt with in an article within. Colour was 
provided by the use of tinted papers for the covers. 

The very first Chart Newsletter cover featured Lombarden Farm, 
possibly the oldest building on the Chart. I informed the owner what I 
was doing and he was quite happy with that, even inviting me in to look 
around and to see the large old inglenook fireplace. The second cover 
showed a very much larger structure: The Marie Curie Cancer Research 
Establishment in Trevereux Hill.  

Many of the covers featured Chart houses, which being static, made life 
easy for me in that they stood still while I drew them. Changes could 
occur to them behind my back though. When I came to draw the little 
semi-detached cottage in which Laura Ashley lived, I discovered  that it 
had grown from a ‘two up, two down’ dwelling that I knew, to a rather 
more comfortable sized house.  

Not all the covers were drawn by me; a number of the Christmas issues 
were drawn by local children who were invited to provide drawings 
which not only greatly enlivened the covers but also the pages inside. 
The illustrator Marlene Keeble was the artist chosen one year to show 
Father Christmas at the bazaar. Some of the Christmas covers showed 
drawings that were used again in that year as the posters and covers for 
St. Andrew’s services. 
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In the twenty-five years of the publication there have been a few 
repeats of the cover illustration. One was relating to Trevereux Manor, 
each one in response to articles that were written by Richard Stilgoe. 
The first article describing the construction of his lake and the finding 
of the Roman remains while doing so; the second in which he deals 
with the origin of the name of the Manor. 

There have been two covers with drawings of The Cearne, one showing 
the house from the south west in an issue describing the siting and 
construction of the house, the other relating to the large number of 
writers who came to the Chart, many of whom visited The Cearne. The 
latter drawing shows books and beyond them the house with its broad 
view to the south. I feel it is among the most successful that I have 
done for the publication.   

The Marie Curie Cancer Research Centre has twice featured on the 
covers. The first was on the second issue of the publication, the 
subsequent one was a more careful drawing accompanying the 
announcement of the Centre’s closure. 

I love the scenery of the Chart and but also its rich and varied history, 
from being a busy industrial area with its potteries to the explosion of 
activity which occurred with the coming of the railway to Oxted and 
the arrival of many people who found fame subsequently. The list reads 
like a “Who’s who”.  Writers: Joseph Conrad, H.G. Wells, G.B. Shaw, 
H.E. Bates. D.H. Lawrence. and so on. The art aspect featured Arthur 
Rackham, illustrator of many classic children’s books. Then William 
Henry Tate, the son of Henry Tate who founded the Tate Gallery, now 
known as Tate Britain, his neighbour was Joseph Duveen, art dealer 
extraordinary who financed the Duveen gallery in the British Museum. 
On the political front were Edward and Marjorie Pease, founder 
members of the Fabian Society. It was thanks go Marjory Pease that 
local council housing on the Chart was established - among the very 
first council houses built in Britain. Other political people who came 
here included a Russian contingent: Stepniac and Prince Kropotkin and 
so many others that the immediate surroundings became known as  
Dostoevsky’s corner.    
  
Being a quarterly publication it was inevitable that the seasons of the 
year became the subject of many covers, and where the entire drawing 
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T:   01883 712 375 
E:   oxted@jackson-stops.co.uk
W:  jackson-stops.co.uk

For Sales or Lettings
contact us today

People Property  Places

A winning match
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wasn’t taken up with expressing those occasions then it showed itself 
accompanying a house or situation such as Moat Farm or Chartlands 
Farm, the former in spring with the daffodils and the latter in Winter 
for the Christmas edition.  There have been one or two occasions when 
I wanted to express the season in a more direct way than usual and then 
I have borrowed because I didn’t have sufficient reference to complete 
the picture. An example is that of the birds by a nest where I changed 
the birds into blackbirds with the appropriate number of babies in the 
nest.           

The last time I was involved with the covers was a series of four. These 
were not drawings but reproduced from pictures that I painted in 
1930’s poster style each of which featured a different footpath on the 
Chart depicted in the season in which the edition appeared. A prize was 
offered to the reader who could correctly identify all four of the scenes 
shown. The prize-winner was a dog walker, appropriately enough! 

A big change came to the publication with the arrival of David 
Wickham on the editorial scene introducing the first use of a half tone 
on the front cover of the summer 2013 edition. A second one appeared 
a year later with a scene of some tree felling on the High Chart,a 
development that had left local people concerned, so the edition 
included an explanation from the estate owners.  

I feel privileged and have enjoyed being involved with the publication 
and am so glad that it is continuing in spite of the competition. I feel it 
has a great value in keeping Chart people informed of their 
environment and their history and proud to think that there have been 
times when it has alerted people to issues that could have had an 
adverse effect on some. With the use of colour and photography it now 
expresses immediacy and is still ready to take up cudgels if necessary. 

Earlier I said that it was easier to draw something such as a building 
because it  was static. Two of the Christmas editions showed my 
attempts at a fast moving object. A certain gentleman in his vehicle 
hauled by reindeers passing in front of a full moon, another one of the 
same gentleman crossing the common from Tally Road towards the 
Kent Hatch Road. On both occasions he seemed to be in a hurry!    

John Raymer 
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By mid-March it became clear the growing Coronavirus epidemic 
meant that restrictions were going to be imposed and normal life was 
going to become difficult.  Special care would need to be taken by 
anyone in the ‘over 70’ category particularly at risk. It was while 
talking to an ‘over 70s’ Chart neighbour that the realisation came;  we 
have all relied on this group in our community to lead the organisation 
of many local events and initiatives.  The Chart Fair, Christmas and 
Easter celebrations, the Christmas bazaar, Chart News itself!  The risk 
profile of coronavirus changed all that.  It was time for others to do 
something for them, and so we decided we had better act.  The 
Limpsfield Chart Community Help Group was born!  

Events moved quickly and within a week the country was in full 
lockdown.  We could see that the elderly, vulnerable and anyone 
needing to self-isolate were going to be in difficulty without support 
from friends and neighbours.  Some people were set up with family 
close by but for others a ‘safety net’ was needed.  We prepared and 
printed leaflets and posters and on the weekend of 21/22 March we 
distributed leaflets to all the homes in Limpsfield Chart and put up the 
posters, asking for volunteers and offering help to anyone needing it.  
We liaised with Limpsfield Parish Council, to act as official co-
ordinator of our activities and to enable the council to be able to 
connect people needing assistance to us (Sophie and Caroline were 
brilliant).  We weren’t sure what would happen but thought it was 
worth a try.  

The response has been amazing; within a few days there were more 
than 70 volunteers across the village.  We arranged them into seven 
sub-groups based on the road they live on or near and linked them up 
with the people in their roads who required assistance.  The sub-groups 
could then self-organise, avoiding unnecessary bottlenecks – with 
enough people to share out tasks manageably and knowing the wider 
help group can provide further support as required.  As time has moved 
on more people have joined the list of those needing assistance.  
Whenever a new call comes in for help the volunteers swing into 
action, often within minutes! 

We can help 
As we promised in our last issue, we wanted to 
set up a group of helpers to make life a little 
easier for our readers. Three woman took on the 
task and the results have been phenomenal. 
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The activities of the group are largely daily runs to Oxted collecting 
prescriptions and food shopping.  Volunteers who themselves are over 70 
and unable to go out themselves have taken the lead in making telephone 
calls to the elderly and isolated regularly to check on morale and 
wellbeing.  It has been a frightening time, especially for those living alone 
and cut off from family.  It is clear that having someone to talk to, and 
knowing there are people close by who can help as needed, has been very 
reassuring. The experience has been uplifting and energising for everyone 
we have spoken to, a silver lining in the Coronavirus cloud.  There is a 
general feeling that this activity has brought the community together, 
making new connections and friends – with a hope that this will endure. 

There have been so many acts of kindness.  One couple purchased a 
mobile phone for a shielded resident they had never met (with no landline) 
so he could call to ask for shopping.  Another noticed a resident’s birthday 
from the date of birth used to collect prescriptions and sent cards and 
messages.  Several people helped a 97 year-old WWII veteran who fought 
at Monte Cassino celebrate VE Day, putting up bunting and 'thank you' 
messages in his front garden and helping the church to organise a Zoom 
VE Day tea party (second best to the day he had originally been looking 
forward to with a parade up Pall Mall, meeting with the Queen, a service 
at Westminster Abbey and an event at the Albert Hall!). Theres’s a whole 
list of similar actions. 

On a personal note, the three of us have been blown away by the kindness 
of others.  Helping other people can also be a way of coping with this 
rather surreal situation where it is easy to feel powerless.  It is better to be 
useful; although we cannot do anything about the situation in which we 
find ourselves, we can make a positive difference to how others feel and 
manage.  The crisis has definitely brought out the best in people.  The help 
group has also been very instructive for our children, who are learning to 
slow down and appreciate the smaller things.  We are sure that people will 
generally be kinder and more caring to others and the world around them 
going forward.  

It has been a great pleasure having this opportunity to meet (if only by e-
mail or phone) so many new people across Limpsfield Chart.  Thank you 
so much to each and every person who has helped – this would not work if 
it were not for you.  Hopefully it won’t be too long until we can all meet 
face to face and celebrate how lucky we are to live in this special place. 
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Our curriculum is well-balanced, free-ranging and innovative. 
It embraces new learning opportunities like Robotics, Forensic 

Science and Forest Skills. That’s why our children arrive at school 
with a spring in their step.

The alphabest of  Ha-zelwood

Jump for joy at our next Open Morning 
For dates and details, please see the school website 

Learning with bounce

www.hazelwoodschool.co.uk or contact Nick Tappin 01883 733841
t @HazelwoodOxted       @HazelwoodSchoolOxted  l @hazelwoodschooloxted

190902_Hazelwood_Bounce_210x148mm.indd   2 11/09/2019   12:41
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If you / your family would like assistance with food deliveries, medicine 
collection or support with anything else, including check-in phone calls 
if you wish, please let us know. If you know of anyone on the Chart who 
may need support, please inform us so we can contact them to let them 
know what help can be offered. If you would like to volunteer to help 
others as and when required, please get in touch. 

Emma Tinker  emma.tinker@asper-im.com       01883 818 774 
Jo Menichinelli rjmenichinelli@hotmail.com 01883 734 800 
Hazel Graham hazel0graham@gmail.com 07854 074 952 

No, I’m not coming down! I’ve been walked 
by every member of this damn family today!

mailto:emma.tinker@asper-im.com
mailto:rjmenichinelli@hotmail.com
mailto:hazel0graham@gmail.com
mailto:emma.tinker@asper-im.com
mailto:rjmenichinelli@hotmail.com
mailto:hazel0graham@gmail.com
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07855 894426 / 01883 715856 

Cameron  
Building and Landscaping Services Ltd 

 

All aspects of general building / landscaping undertaken including: 
 

kitchens  ▪  bathrooms  ▪  plumbing  ▪  tiling  ▪  joinery  
▪  plastering  ▪  flooring  ▪  patios  ▪  driveways  ▪  

brickwork  ▪  fencing  ▪  turfing  ▪  paving  ▪  property 
maintenance  ▪  renovation   ▪  and much more. 

Registered and fully Insured  
 

Free quotations and advice 

~  Tidy, friendly and reliable service 
 

~   Portfolio and references available 

www.cameronservices.co.uk 

Unit 6, Gardiner Business Park Little Browns Lane, Edenbridge
Kent TN8 6LH 01732 866544
Ivy Park, Ivy Mill Lane, Godstone Surrey RH9 8NE 01883 742822
17 Hurst Green Road, Oxted Surrey RH8 9BS 01883 730058
www.daysgarage.co.uk

Serving the community since 1957

Your local
one stop
car repairers

DAYSGARAGE

Services & Repairs
(all makes)

Delivery &
Collection Locally

Bodywork/ Car
Sales

Tyres & Batteries
fitted free

With Day’s you’re
in safe hands
all the way.

UNIPART
CAR CARE

CENTRE
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READY FOR HOLIDAYS? 

SPANISH and FRENCH language tui<on 

 One to one £10.00 an hour, small 
groups (3 or less ) £25.00/3h. Including 
free lunch for small groups. 
Spanish Football lessons for kids too ! 
£7 hour. 
Eduardo / Christopher - 07814439947 

Email address: 
georgieboy12@ymail.com 

HAVE FUN LEARNING! 

 

THE WOODHOUSE CENTRE 
Registered Charity No. 262608 

www.thewoodhousecentre.org.uk 

OPPOSITE  TANDRIDGE LEISURE POOL 

CAKES - COLLECTABLES -  JEWELLERY - GIFTS – RAFFLE  - 
BOOKS -  FANCY GOODS  

TEA AND COFFEE 

We are well known by many customers for skilled work in the caning of 
chairs, upholstery and seagrassing.  We also carry out a variety of repairs as 
well as being very handy with a needle and thread.  Our Men-in-Sheds club is 
ideal if you want to make new friends whilst participating in a spot of 
woodwork. The Centre is open Monday to Thursday inclusive from 9.30 a.m. 
to 12.30 p.m. with breaks for Easter, Summer and Christmas.  We are 
delighted to have visitors and we are always looking for new members, 
young and old alike.  Why not come and see what we have to offer – if 
transport is a problem call our Manager below and we will try to help. 

Mrs. Dee Graham (01883 715189) 

When you see me sitting quietly, 
Like a sack left on the shelf, 
Don’t think I need your chattering. 
I’m listening to myself. 
Hold! Stop! Don’t pity me!  
Hold! Stop your sympathy!  
Understanding if you got it, 
Otherwise I’ll do without it!  
When my bones are stiff and aching, 
And my feet won’t climb the stair, 
I will only ask one favour: 
Don’t bring me no rocking chair. 
When you see me walking, stumbling, 
Don’t study and get it wrong. 
‘Cause tired don’t mean lazy 
And every goodbye ain’t gone. 
I’m the same person I was back then, 
A little less hair, a little less chin, 
A lot less lungs and much less wind. 
But ain’t I lucky I can still breathe in. 
Maya Angelou 

mailto:georgieboy12@ymail.com
mailto:georgieboy12@ymail.com
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VE Day - 8th May 1945

Limpsfield Chart - 8th May 2020  
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Brian Longley was a young lieutenant with the 8th Indian 
Division at the battle of Monte Cassino and a year later he had 
gone north with his troops to await the surrender of the 
Germans in Italy, 
and thereafter,  In April 1944, just 

over a year before VE 
Day, my platoon, part 
of the 8th Indian 
Division was moved 
to the west of Italy to 
take part in the battles 
around the iconic 
monastery at Monte 
Cassino. There were 
actually four bloody 
bat t les which we 
eventually won. I was 
in charge  of  20 jeeps and trailers which we used to take supplies up to the 
front line troops. I had sixty Indian soldiers under my command, and we  
took quantities of ammunition, fuel, food and water which fighting units 
constantly required to keep them efficient, battle-capable and with good 
morale.  On two occasions we took munitions into the town of Cassino, 
travelling at about three miles per hour, without lights and with the tail 
board chains wrapped in hessian to eliminate noise, which might bring a 
barrage of German mortars or machine guns. 

The final assault on Cassino began with a strongly opposed crossing of the 
River Rapido.  We came under heavy fire when bringing forward supplies 
and we lost several vehicles to artillery and air attack. Fortunately we 
sustained  only minor injuries.  On 18 March Cassino finally fell to soldiers 
from Poland, whose cemetery on the heights just below the monastery is 
both poignant and symbolic. 

After that battle we moved through Assisi and eventually on to Florence, 
and we occupied the area surrounding the cathedral and the Medici Palace. 
We then fought our way to Italy’s mightiest river, the Po, and afterwards 
crossed the Adige.  

I had been promoted to captain, and was eventually stationed in Divisional 
Headquarters in Padua, running all the transport for staff officers.  There, in 

How we celebrated VE Day in 1945
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April 1945, we accepted the surrender of 11,000 men of the First German 
Paratroop Division, and we knew that the war in Italy was over.  A month 
later we could celebrate the end of the war in Europe. It wasn’t a big 
celebration as the war against Japan was still going on. But we  could have 
trips to Venice,  about 25 miles away,  and there was no shortage of 
Gondolas at very reasonable prices! 

Shortly afterwards the 8th journeyed down to Tarranto in the heel of Italy, 
where we had landed in 1943 and fought our way north. Now we  boarded 
ships back to India, to train for the war in Japan.  By the time we were half 
way across, the war in Japan had ended. 

For the Victory in Europe celebrations this year, we had our flags out and 
my wife and I went to a party on the lawn next door with everyone keeping 
social distances. The neighbours insisted I came with my medals on!  

Brian Longley. 
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H20 PLUMBING 
General Plumbing Services 

Alterations 
Bathroom Installations 

No Job too small 

Free Quotes 
City & Guild Trained 

Call Richard 

Tel: 01883 712523 
Mobile 07876 450420 

Richard Bowers, 46 Pollard Oaks Road, 
Hurst Green, RH8 0JL
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                        http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk 

Manager Eloise Wardlaw and a skeleton staff  of one is offering 
takeaway food and drink from the pub, while she awaits the 
government’s  plans to re-open. 

Carpenters Arms food focusses on locally-produced ingredients 
with a selection of favourite British dishes and a modern 
European twist. They also make a great cup of coffee which is 
available at any time of the day. 

Have you something to celebrate? We love to host events! 
Whether it's an intimate gathering for a handful of people or an 
extra-special party for up to 140 guests in our Garden Room, give 
us a call on 01883 722209 to find out what we can do for you. Or 
request a table online. 

Come on foot, on a bike, on a horse or by car, but come!  
We’re looking forward to it. 

http://http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
http://http.carpenterslimpsfield.co.uk
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In his Chart Interview on page 56, David Walsh writes about the one 
thousand and tenth biography of Winston Churchill by Andrew Roberts, at 
the ’Virtual’ Chiddingstone Castle Literary Festival. But here, he writes 
about the first time Churchill became our Prime Minister. 

If there is one month in history through which I would have liked to live, 
it is June 1940 – what Roy Jenkins, in his biography of Winston Churchill, 
called ‘the terrible beauty of the summer of 1940’. Churchill, excluded 
from office throughout the 1930s, had done his best to warn the 
governments of Stanley Baldwin and Neville Chamberlain about the 
growing German threat posed by Hitler and the consequent need for 
Britain to rearm, and had made himself unpopular with his own 
Conservative Party in the process. While Chamberlain talked of 
appeasement, Churchill talked of deterrence.  While most of the country 
acclaimed the Munich Settlement of the Czech crisis in September 1938, 
Churchill, in one of his greatest parliamentary orations, called it ‘an 
unmitigated disaster’.  

Through the first six months of 1939 he continued to cajole as the British 
public slowly came to terms with the likelihood of war. At 8.30 a.m. on 1 

The Terrible Beauty of the Summer of 1940 
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Gu[ers 
Cleaned 
Unblocked 
Repaired 
References available 
Call John Mully 
Te: 01883 716245 
Mob: 07711747640

Smile 
W h i l e w o r k i n g f o r a n 
organisation that delivers 
lunches to elderly shut-ins, I 
used to take my 4-year-old 
daughter with me.  The 
various appliances of old age, 
particularly the canes, walkers 
and wheelchairs, unfailingly 
intrigued her. 

One day I found her staring at 
a pair of false teeth soaking in 
a glass.  As I braced myself 
for the inevitable barrage of 
questions, she merely turned 
and whispered, “The tooth 
fairy will never believe this”! 

Margaret Tawse 
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September, the Polish Ambassador telephoned him at Chartwell with the 
news that the German army had invaded Poland. Later that day, following 
a phone call from the Prime Minister, Churchill said goodbye to his staff 
at Chartwell and drove to London to join the War Cabinet as war followed 
on 3 September. 

Within a few months, on 10 May 1940, the day on which the Germans 
launched their attack on France, Belgium and Holland, and following a 
major Commons revolt against Chamberlain’s war leadership, Churchill 
became Prime Minister. He was 65 years old. He wrote that night: ‘I felt 
as if I were walking with destiny, and that all my past life had been but a 
preparation for this hour and for this trial.’ He had taken up office at the 
greatest crisis in this country’s history. Within just three weeks the British 
Army had been evacuated from Dunkirk and we were facing the threat of 
invasion.  

The Foreign Secretary, Lord Halifax in a vital Cabinet meeting on 28 May 
proposed that we should seek peace terms from Hitler and salvage what 
we could from the wreckage. We would give Hitler a free hand in Europe, 
while he guaranteed the security of our Empire. Churchill would have 
none of it. ‘We shall go on’, he said in Cabinet, ‘and we shall fight it out, 
and if at last the long story is to end, it were better it should end, not 
through surrender, but only when each one of us lies choking in his own 
blood upon the ground.’  

On June 4 Churchill spoke to the House of Commons to articulate the 
nation’s defiance: ‘We shall not flag or fail. We shall go on to the 
end…….We shall fight on the seas and oceans, we shall fight with 
growing confidence and growing strength in the air. We shall defend our 
island whatever the cost may be, we shall fight on the beaches, we shall 
fight on the landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets, 
we shall fight in the hills. We shall never surrender.’ The greatness of this 
speech, made at the bleakest moment imaginable, was that it filled in with 
simple vivid strokes a picture of the impossible made possible. To any 
rational person the situation might seem hopeless, but everyone could 
imagine acting out that defiance. If Churchill saw a way out of this mess, 
that was good enough for us. The details we were willing to leave to him. 
At the end of June he took the agonising decision that the French fleet had 
to be destroyed to prevent it falling into German hands, and, by ordering 
the Royal Navy to open fire, he effectively announced to the world, 
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Knowles Stained Glassworks Ltd 

(formerly Godstone Glass) 

Studio 20 Kelsey Close, Horley, Surrey. RH6 8RF 
01293 278326 
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funeral directors & monumental masons 
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OXTED 01883 730383 
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Surrey | RH8 0QA 

 

LINGFIELD 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road | Lingfield  
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EDENBRIDGE 01732 860047 
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This is YOUR magazine. Please do get in touch if you 
have anything you want to write about, boast about, 
complain about, comment about, or simply say! Contact 
N e i l M a c k a y, 0 1 8 8 3 7 2 3 2 3 1 o r b y e m a i l : 
mackay717@btinternet.com or David Wickham on 01883 
652113 or dwickham@indimage.com 

We are very grateful to the team of deliverers, under Liz 
Roberts, who hand deliver the magazine to every house on 
the Chart. If you are able to deliver to the houses or flats 
near you, please give Liz a ring on 01883 722369. 

especially the hesitant Americans and to an incredulous Hitler, that we 
would fight on, whatever the cost. 

Chartwell itself was closed during the war, as Churchill was mostly either 
in London or at Chequers. The house itself was too close for comfort to 
the target area for German bombers, but he did keep a cottage open in the 
grounds, Orchard Cottage, which he stayed in occasionally. One of his 
secretaries, Eric Seal, recalls a fleeting visit to Chartwell that summer: 
‘We went down to Limpsfield to inspect troops and in the evening the 
PM, Mrs. C and I went off to Chartwell. It is a wonderful spot, at the 
head of a private valley, with views over the Weald. The gardens are 
lovely – not very well kept now, naturally, but designed as wild and 
natural gardens on the side of a hill. One of the features of the place is a 
whole series of ponds, stocked with immense goldfish. The PM loves 
feeding them and we walked round with a bag of food. One of his most 
amiable qualities is his love of animals – he calls them all darlings. Even 
the old swan on the lake knew his call and answered back.’  

There was a man at peace with himself in the midst of crisis, sure of his 
mission and secure in the values and heritage he intended to protect. A 
man who could provide to his people the decisive leadership in such short 
supply from politicians today. A man who under the most enormous 
pressure could put together the actions and words which inspired a nation 
in that glorious summer eighty years ago. 

David Walsh 

mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:dwickham@indimage.com
mailto:mackay717@btinternet.com
mailto:dwickham@indimage.com
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National Trust Report 
Within a couple of weeks of being appointed  to my  role successful of 
Facilities Manager for the Surrey Hills the Coronavirus outbreak had hit 
us and we were being asked to stay at home. Initially the National Trust 
wanted to keep all its gardens and countryside open to allow people to be 
able to access outdoor space to exercise in, but the weekend before the 
lockdown started it became very clear that this was not possible with 
many of our sites being overwhelmed with visitors and safety of our staff 
or visitors could not be maintained. The National Trust decided we had to 
close all our gardens, houses and all countryside car parks, apart from the 
small ones. The National Trust, like many other businesses made the 
decision to furlough the majority of its staff,  in order to ensure that the 
National Trust is still around for another hundred and twenty-five years. 
The remaining staff have been very much focused on managing the 
essential tasks on the Surrey Hills which are based around security and 
safety of our countryside sites and our property buildings. This does mean 
at the moment non-essential tasks such as grass cutting have had to be put 
on hold not only due to limited available staff  but due to financial 
constraints, which means areas around the common may not look as well 
kept as normal. We have also had to put on hold our conservation work 
such as the heathland management. It has been estimated that the National 
Trust is likely to face a loss £200 million pounds this year.In the last 
couple of weeks, we have reopened all our countryside car parks in 
guidance with the easing of the latest Government instructions. What it 
has meant for all our countryside sites in the Surrey Hills is that we have 
seen a huge increase in visitors to the countryside which has definitely 
been the case for Limpsfield Common. For me it the busiest I have seen 
the property since I started here nearly twenty years ago. We have been 
putting up additional signage asking people to respect the area and when 
the car parks are full return back at another time, but sadly many visitors 
have ignored this signage. We have sadly also seen a huge increase in 
litter, which we are doing our best to manage. The other sad thing that has 
occurred during this period is that we have had to put a stop on our 
dedicated volunteers coming out to help us in the management of the 
common. Hopefully as things get back to normal over the next few 
months and our staff return back from furlough we will be able to restart 
the volunteer group, and its members  will be able help us to start 
completing some of those tasks that we have had to put on hold for the 
moment. The Coronavirus lockdown has given parts of the natural world a 
rare opportunity to experience life with hardly any humans around. Here 
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on the common this has meant there have been many more sightings of 
wildlife as they adventure closer to our homes. I personally have seen 
groups of deer grazing on the common only meters away from 
residential homes. Finally, we have now set up a 24hr contact number 
for the National Trust Surrey Hills properties for any emergencies that 
may occur on our land. The number is 01372 540221  

Mark Richards - Facilities Manager for The Surrey Hills 
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Easter is a very important time 
of year for us, the days between 
Palm Sunday and Good Friday 
f i l l e d w i t h a n t i c i p a t i o n . 
Occasionally we spend this 
w e e k i n S o u t h e r n S p a i n 
enjoying the spectacle of huge 
floats being carried through the 
streets, but we always return 
home in time to attend Church 
on Good Friday. It was our 
intention to do the same this year. 

Events overtook us, our flights were cancelled but life still seemed 
relatively normal until lockdown on 23rd March. We last went to Church 
on 22nd albeit with a different Eucharist and a no touch Peace. The next 
two Sundays we relied on Songs of Praise, joining in the hymns with the 
help of the words on the screen. 

Not attending Church on Good Friday was strange. We enjoyed  the 
service of Easter at Kings, but we missed the solemnity of hearing the 
message in Church. Easter Day we joined James Percival and his family, 
thanks to the link sent out and later watched the service at Bangor 
Cathedral. The spring sunshine added to the feeling of rejoicing at the 
resurrection, but we missed sharing the happiness with our friends at St 
Andrews. The following week we honed our IT skills and 'zoomed' into 
Vince Short’s services, and last week joined Anna Eltringham at St John’s, 
Hurst Green. We are grateful for the opportunity to at least attend virtual 
Church until more normal times resume. 

Diane and Martin Corrie 

There is no Church Diary in this issue, because all 
places of worship are closed. We did wonder how 
local Christians, Jews and Moslems managed 
Easter, Passover, Ramadan and Eid. There was no 
shortage of Christians to ask but practising Jews 
and Moslems in this area are rather more rare, but 
we presume they managed in similar ways - Ed.

Easter, Passover and Ramadan
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The Chart News is a combined effort by two editors, an 
editorial board of four, proof readers and numerous 
helpers who deliver the copies and do the most valuable 
job of all. We also have a first rate and very helpful 
printer.  Many thanks to all of them.

WHO’S WHO AT ST ANDREW’S 

Team Vicar            Revd Vincent Short  01959 577289 
Honorary Curate           Revd Ruth Rainbird  01883 713683 
Reader   Dr Sue Compton            01883 730522 
Church wardens           Diana Davy             01883 714282 
             Gareth Morgan            01883 712984 
Treasurer            Melanie Calver    01883 714196 
PCC Secretary  Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
Captain of Bells  Ian Day    01959 561691 
Choir             Shanie Kirkwood            01883 722107 
Church Cleaning           Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
Church flowers  Shanie Kirkwood            01883 722107 
Church Garden  Bruce Buckingham  01732 864276 
Electoral Roll Officer Brenda Pottle   01883 715980  
Good Neighbours           Elizabeth Roberts            01883 722369 
      Organisers  Ann Fletcher   01883 713888 
Health & Safety  John   Davy             01883 714282 
Organists             Melanie Calver   01883 714196 

  Jim Cessford   01883 717100 
              Mary McGregor   01883 723257 
              Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
              Tony Wiltshire   01959 524887 
Sacristan             Ann Fletcher   01883 713999 
Safeguarding Officers Clare Carr-Locke            01883 723289 
             Brenda Pottle   01883 715980 
Team Communications   Caroline Campbell            01883 712512 
 Administrator           comms@lltm.org.uk 
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Priest’s Letter
I’m sure all our hearts go out to those who have suffered the agony of 
losing family or friends through this pandemic. 

I have only had to suffer the vagaries of being locked down and have 
been grateful for being on the receiving end of the generosity of those 
in our community offering weekly shopping help. 

The redeeming factor for me of this difficult time has been the sun 
coming out on day one, and shining most days since, in a beautiful 
clear blue sky.  Taking my “allowed” daily hour of exercise with my 
dog, Jess, on the High Chart, it has been accompanied by beautiful 
bird song which I’ve rarely heard before.  The lessening of air 
pollution, due to a significant reduction in traffic, has been very 
welcome. I hope that some of the changes made during this time, such 
as home working, less air travel and more cycling and walking, will 
continue, to help  those who suffer from bad air quality.  

Not being allowed to use our churches has been difficult, but many 
have availed themselves of the streaming of services from other 
churches or cathedrals, and also the worship transmitted on the media. 
In fact I understand there has been an increase in worship, now that it 
can be accessed from the comfort of our homes! 

I will be retiring shortly. I have very much enjoyed being an assistant 
priest in our local team of churches, but the very good news is that the 
Revd. Paul Perkin  is soon to become our Minister in Charge of St 
Andrew’s Church, and we are very much looking forward to 
welcoming him and his wife Christine to the Chart.  

Wishing you every blessing.  

Ruth Rainbird. 
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Gardening Notes
Furloughed as I am at the time of writing, 
how has Covid19 impacted on me?  I rubbed 
my hands gleefully at the prospect of all this 
time.   It may sound odd to regard as a treat 
the opportunity to bone up on plant 
knowledge.  You'd think I had a pretty good 
grasp already, but the plant world is vast.  
There is always more to absorb.  One thing I 
did resolve and have done, is to keep a diary 
from when I was in lockdown, which was 
from March 26th.

This has been a golden opportunity to spend quality, un-rushed time in 
both my garden and my mother’s.  Here, we have been guilty of not 
always finishing something before starting another job.  My excuse has 
been the dryness.  April was exceedingly dry.  My husband cautioned me 
against doing too much – “you don't want to run out of jobs” he said.  I 
had to suppress my mirth.  Run out of jobs in April/May?  ARE YOU 
KIDDING?  As fast as you weeded a bed, the weeds were growing again.  
Everything is growing so fast. What he should have said was, “Be sure to 
stop and sit in a comfy chair so you can watch the growth!” I think this 
may be the first time I have watched closely the emergence of new leaves 
of trees on daily walks.  Ironically, we missed the actual moment - spread 
over two days we didn't walk - because, suddenly, there it was, that bright 
green first flush.  I also noticed variation.  Why are these oak trees in the 
woods in leaf, but the oak trees in a hedgerow are not?  Never have I 
luxuriated in bluebells quite as much as this year.  One day I just lay 
down among them and looked up at the beech branches above.  Sigh.

We have used the exercise time to discover new footpaths.  Initially, I was 
restrained a bit when a friend inferred that the exercise was limited to half 
an hour or an hour.  I chose to find no evidence of this (Gov.uk & BBC 
website). Common sense has to step in, surely.  If, as I have, you have 
open country and woodland on your doorstep, and it is comfortably 
possible to isolate yourself from other walkers, why shouldn't I walk for 
longer?  We were careful to avoid touching stiles and gates, but I 
reasoned that ultra violet light is supposed to kill Covid19.  So we have 
gone out for long walks, and seen very few people.  
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Which brings me to gardening products.  How important is it for us to 
have compost, seeds, fertilizer, weedkiller, all those things that would be 
flying off the shelves at this time of year, and of course plants?  

We've lost the bedding season this year.  Some garden centres, including 
where I work, have maintained a delivery service.  Gardening is 
important for mental and physical well-being.  
 
Well, furlough came to a halt after the Prime Minister’s address to the 
nation on May 10th.   Initially, garden centres were not mentioned.  We 
had to wait for the more detailed points to emerge.   I returned to work 
on the Tuesday.    It was, however, good to reacquaint myself with the 
plant area and restore order.  The wind of the previous weekend had 
caused carnage and everything needed watering but, considering that all 
plant area staff had been furloughed, the remaining staff had done 
incredibly well in keeping things going.  We had three days to prepare 
for opening.  Other centres were already open, but safety measures had 
to be in place.
 
We have now been open a week.  It will be some time before 'normal 
service' is conceivable. Hardest hit is the bedding trade – after seven  
weeks of no sales to garden centres, it cannot just pick up the slack and 
run with it.  Demand was overwhelming.  The 2020 bedding season is 
done and dusted, what is left is minuscule compared with what we would 
normally sell in April and May.  I only hope that all our suppliers are 
able to continue to trade in the future.

I am grateful that my job allows me to be outdoors and relatively safe.  
Perhaps by the autumn newsletter, we will all be better placed to chart 
the route into 2021 and how retail of the future will look. Please 
maintain your distance and keep safe.

Emily Tawse
Spring Fair latest 

We had hoped to have the Spring Fair on 27th June, but this is looking 
very unlikely. So we have moved the date to Saturday 5th September, 
even if some social distancing may still be in place. We will endeavour 
to make a final decision around the end of June. But hopefully we will 
see you all there. 

Diana Green-Davy 
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WE ARE THE DRAINAGE EXPERTS 
Blocked Drains - CCTV Surveys - Drain Repairs 

Septic Tanks - Drain Tracing - Excavation 

Call Dean on 01883 842 365. 
www.draindetectives.co.uk 
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The Limpsfield Parish Council, working 
with East Surrey Walkers and Surrey  
County Council, is keen to improve the 
public footpaths and bridleways across the 
Parish, allowing local residents and visitors 
t o e n j o y t h e a r e a a s m u c h a s 
possible.Following agreement with the local 
landowner,  a stile at the bottom of Caxton 
Lane, past Chartlands Farm has recently 

been replaced with a kissing gate and the nearby path that goes up to 
Trevereux Hill now has a kissing gate instead of the former stile, as shown 
in the photo. Both stiles were funded by the Parish Council and volunteers 
of East Surrey Walkers did the installations. The Parish Council has also 
provided aggregate to improve the footpath that runs from Detillens Lane to 
Granville Road in Limpsfield  as well as arranging for various fingerposts 
around the parish to be restored. There are lots more tasks in the pipeline, 
once normality starts to return. 
Tony Pearson 

A Gate to Kiss Over (when self isolation allows!) 

over the years with looking after her four children. As well as looking after 
the finances in the Memorial Stores, (Lorna learned all the vagaries of 
accounting and spreadsheets while working at St John’s School in 
Caterham, where she was Treasurer for many years) Lorna was a  Governor 
at Oxted School for eleven  years (her four children went to the school), 
and she has been a Trustee at the Woodhouse Centre since 2004. 
Woodhouse recommended her for the award, and there were over 60 other 
nominations! Lorna has also been a Link Trustee and ran the Link 
community minibus for twelve years and ran a Gift Aid scheme for The 
Samaritans, which raised around £70,000. Volunteers at The Samaritans 
claimed for their travel expenses for the first time and then gave them the 
money under Gift Aid. Unfortunately Lorna couldn’t collect her award 
because the celebrations were cancelled because of  Corvid 19, but well 
done Lorna. 

David Wickham

A Local Hero
Lorna Edser, who lives in Pastens  Road and whom many 
will know from her work in the Memorial Stores, has been 
awarded a Lifetime Award by Tandridge Council. With 
some reluctance Lorna eventually agreed to supply Chart 
News with some of the details of her voluntary work in the 
community, and there is a long list. She has combined this
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Do we want lots of heather on the Chart again? 

‘Of course we do,’ is the response to that question that I suspect most of 
us living on or around the Chart would say, thinking especially of the 
High Chart.  And it is the High Chart that quite recently has shown us just 
what heather can do.  Some years ago anyone familiar at that time with 
the Chart will recall the devastation following forestry operations in 
Autumn 2014, culminating not only in a wide area being turned to ash and 
the stumps of oaks, that don’t give up life easily, being not just cut down, 
but injected with chemicals to prevent their re-growth. The assault on the 
eye was, almost literally, painful, yet anyone visiting that part of the Chart 
in the past two or three years would have had to look carefully to find the 
evidence of what happened.  

A year or so after the clearance a large section was replanted with 
seedling firs, pines and a few broadleaved trees, leaving some areas 
cleared for nature to take its course.  And nature was not slow to take 
advantage of areas that had suddenly become available for colonisation. 
As you might expect, these were predominantly trees – birch which is one 
of the first trees in this part of the country to colonise newly bare ground.  
But the most obvious seedlings in the earliest stages were of heather – 
quite small and scattered in their first season, but in the next year or two 
almost rampant with a glorious display of colour in the early autumn.  
Now though, as we enter a new decade, they are almost completely 
dominated by the newly planted trees and, even in the areas left unplanted 
they are already thinner on the ground and many are becoming straggly.  
Soon they too will almost have disappeared, save for a few ever more 
straggly specimens struggling at the more open edges of the footpaths 
where they are not completely shaded out.  So what went wrong?  Heather 
is what in the jargon is known as a pioneering plant, one of the first to 
occupy newly exposed ground where the geology is suitable, but in a few 
years it becomes drowned out by competing plants.  The same thing 
happened in 1991 when areas of Little Heath and West Heath were 
cleared with the express intention of restoring heather. But the result was 
the same; the heather had practically disappeared a few years later.   

The problem has been recognised in recent years, witness the attempts to 
re-establish small areas of parts of West Heath in the early 1990’s and 
again more recently, when effort was also made to improve small patches 
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on the Golf Course.  On West Heath evidence of the earlier attempt had 
more or less disappeared  only a few years later.  Management of the 
newer attempts have been more successful, though in the absence of 
sustained management they are all now struggling. That on the golf-
course has been more successful as a result of much more sustained 
effort, though even there, the bracken problem is a constant battle.  
Because of the intense and continuing management requirement, all these 
attempts have necessarily been on a small scale, which raises the 
question, such constraints apart, of what would we ideally like to see?  I 
guess that for many, perhaps most, people the answer would be a nice 
swathe of lovely purple heather in flower in the early autumn – just like 
many of us go to Ashdown Forest to admire. What has Ashdown Forest 
got that we lack on the Chart?  The short answer is The Board of 
Conservators of Ashdown Forest, who try to maintain the open habitat., 
though even there it seems an uphill battle with constant encroachment 
by trees and bracken (which in past times used to be cut).  The other 
difference is that the woods on Ashdown in the more exposed areas are 
predominantly Scots Pines and there is not the all enveloping seed fall 
from Birch and closely serried ranks of non-native planted pines. 

If we really would like to see even a modest bank or two of lovely purple-
covered heather in flower on the Chart each autumn, what is to be done 
and how do we achieve it?  We can look to a good model, on a much 
more ambitious scale than, at least initially, we can realistically aspire to. 
The RSPB’s headquarters at Sandy lie on the identical Greensand ridge 
north of the Thames that matches ours on the Chart and for many years, it 
was not managed to keep it open.  In time it became densely covered 
mainly coniferous woodland. The answer was to fell all but a handful of 
Scots Pines, grub out the stumps of most of the broadleaved trees and, in 
effect, to machine plough the exposed land.  There then followed a 
massive volunteer effort to remove the remaining brambles, and other 
immediately visible unwanted competitors.  But it did not stop there.  
Each year a big effort is made to weed out unwanted seedling trees, 
brambles and so on and that has continued every year.  But the results 
were extraordinary.  Even after a year the first heather re-appeared and 
within two or three years there was a lovely display of heather flowers 
which continues so long as the ‘weeding’ also continues. 

But here on the Chart, of course, we are much more limited in resources – 
readily available land on a really significant scale and no immediately 
obvious resources to fund the initial clearance.  But what we do have is a 
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well established volunteer Task Force.  Up to now the National Trust has 
funded a limited amount of major tree felling, with support for smaller 
scale clearance by the Task Force, so we already have a basis from which 
to work.  What we would need as a minimum is some funding for the 
initial ground clearance and stump removal (you only have to look at 
some of the recent tree felling on the Chart to see how quickly new 
growth appears from stumps taken down virtually to ground level) and a 
second Task Force willing and able to ‘weed’ on a reasonably large scale 
every year.  If some element of normality returns in the next few months 
after the traumas and shut-down from last spring and we really are 
serious about our intent, perhaps some planning (money and a second 
Task Force) can be planned over the autumn and winter in the hope we 
can begin something serious next year.  Let us hope so. 

Peter Oliver 
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Book Review: The Trail 
by James Ellson 

First, a confession. I have 
known the author, James 
Ellson, for nearly 40 years. 
He and my son were in the 
same form at school together, 
they both played excellent 
rugby and both sets of parents  
were regulars on the touchline 
most Saturdays.  My son went 
on to Oxford and James went 
to Cambridge. He became a 
policeman  and ended up with 
the Greater Manchester  
police as a DI - a Detective 
Inspector. He is now a self-
s u f f i c i e n t s m a l l h o l d e r 
growing lots of vegetables 
and keeping bees, chickens 
and ducks.  And he is a writer 
with a gripping first novel just out. May we see many more. 

The Trail tells the story first of a man disappearing, and being involved 
with drugs, then of two others disappearing, then a murder enquiry which 
requires the investigating police officer, who is a DCI - a Detective Chief 
Inspector - with the Manchester Police  journeying to Nepal to catch the 
villains. James uses all his experience as a policeman and, as a frequent 
visitor to Nepal as a trekker, to paint a fabulous story.  

We are unsure of the kidnappers’ motives at the beginning. The first man 
to disappear is the son of an army brigadier with a record in Nepal and 
later in the Falklands, where he was decorated for bravery.  The father of 
the other two is an important figure in world football, and we discover the 
importance of Nepalis working, and dying, in Qatar building the stadia for 
the Soccer World Cup. 

I can vouch for the accuracy of the story he paints in Nepal, and was 
completely taken over by the police detail he puts into the story. It shows
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brilliantly the amount of careful study that goes into a modern police 
investigation, but it doesn’t get in the way of the story.  

It turns out the chief investigator is a bee keeper too, so lots of James’ 
experiences there comes out in the book, which keeps the story moving 
along as first one and then another person dies. 

I thought the ending a little staged, but the terrain is impressive, finishing 
as it does on a wobbly wooden and wire footbridge across one of the 
many valleys in Nepal.  The book is described as an ‘intelligent and pacy 
thriller’ by no less a writer than Paula Hawkins, who wrote The Girl on 
the Train. It is well worth a read. To make your lives easier, The Trail is 
currently available at the Memorial Stores in Limpsfield, which is now 
featuring books by local writers, including, dare I say it, myself.  

David Wickham 
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The perils and pleasures of translation 
Whether your current read is a new 
Nordic noir or an old Maigret case, 
you’re probably not sitting there 
thinking what a great translation it is. 
And that’s the way it should be. 
Reading a book in translation should 
be like gazing at the original through 
a pane of glass – a pane without a 
single smudge or flaw. You shouldn’t 
‘notice’ that it’s a translation. Herein 
lie the perils and pleasures of the job, 
and they’re inextricably linked.  

Spare a thought for an earlier 
Limpsfield Chart resident, Constance 
Garnett. Thanks to her translation labours as she sat in her garden, papers 
piling up around her, we were given the first ever English versions of 
Dostoyevsky and Chekhov. When I’m flagging after six intensive hours of 
rendering German prose into English prose, I just think of her doing all 
that on a harsh old typewriter without the redrafting capacity we now have 
at our fingertips, and without rapid access to research material, something I 
draw on a lot when translating historical novels, however ‘light’ they may 
appear to be.  

First off, there is always another way of expressing something. In one of 
my recent book translations, the German original referred to the sound of a 
Lancaster bomber as it approached Hamburg. Never assume your first idea 
is the right one. Roar? Growl? Hum? Drone? Let’s find an example to 
listen to. Right, okay, got it. I made a decision that I was happy with, the 
editor, too. Then blow me, six months later, and long after publication, I 
came across the obituary of a dear man who had been a navigator on 
Lancasters. The Times’ obit writer had referred to the ‘thrum’ of the 
engine. Well, that was a nice idea, too. And I was off again, mulling over 
the possibilities with the fervour of a tea-blender or wine-taster. 

But what if the prose is not that great in the original? You know, where 
every character seems to shrug or frown with every utterance.  Or a story 
where the original editing has failed to pick up that someone ‘got to her 
feet’ when she had never actually sat down in the first place. Well, all due 
respect to the author of the original, whether alive or dead, one learns to 
make the most subtle of modifications in order to make a ‘better’ read but 
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without trying to turn the book into something it was never meant to be. 
And, let’s be honest, some of even the biggest sellers are not ‘great writing’ 
– they tell a good yarn, they entertain, they inform, and that’s what most 
readers want, isn’t it? 

You see what I mean about the perils and the pleasures being interwoven! 
If the above was about making the ‘right’ word choice, then the next thing 
to consider is the period in which the book is set. Could you refer to 
someone as ‘a tough nut’ in 1882? Not sure. Let’s have a quick look in the 
OED Historical Thesaurus. That settles it. First recorded use was 1862. 
And, going back to my Lancaster for a moment, when was the term 
‘carpet-bombing’ first used? My trusty Historical Thesaurus tells me the 
first recorded use of the expression was 1944. OK, can’t use that. The 
conversation takes place in 1942.  

It’s this constant decision-making combined with an almost unhealthy 
desire to check for accuracy that makes the work so pleasurable and yet 
potentially perilous. ‘How long will it take you to type this in English?’ is 
not the question to ask any translator! Translation is about finding each 
writer’s distinctive voice, imagining how each character would speak, 
determining the appropriate turn of phrase, whether it be contemporary 
German-English youth speak in a modern piece or a regional dialect in any 
period. If my main character mostly uses the Viennese dialect of the 1890s, 
I won’t just give her, say, a Geordie accent. That wouldn’t work well. It’s 
best to apply subtle tweaks to the dialogue, choose an idiomatic style, 
maybe some grammatical transgressions, and her voice can be heard.  

When I made a planned career change to translation in my mid-fifties and 
prepared for the postgrad diploma, I quickly realised that this was as much 
about my English as about my foreign language capability. Yes, of course, 
you need the right knowledge of your source language, whether Arabic or 
Polish, Russian or Portuguese, but you’ve also got to be able to find that 
voice of the original, that tone, and recapture the sound of the meadow 
grass, the sea, the clatter of hooves on cobbled streets, and yes, that aircraft 
engine, and convey it as beautifully and as accurately as you can in your 
mother tongue. This means maintaining that difficult balance between 
meeting the deadline and yet also giving the work ‘drawer time’, literally 
putting it away somewhere for a fortnight or so, then going back to it for 
review and enhancement. 

It was deeply touching to read Odile Stamberger’s article in the last edition 
of ‘Chart News’. I believe we have a real duty to continue to tell stories 
like Odile’s and thank her warmly for relating hers to us in person. Writers 
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and translators will continue to ensure that others benefit from reading 
about historical events that help us put our own troubles into perspective.  

When Ursula von der Leyen was asked in a recent interview to name the 
three most important works of the last few decades, she listed Else 
Behrend-Rosenfeld’s diaries as one of them. But as of today, they exist only 
in German. My current project includes the translation of those very diaries 
and letters, written between 1939 and 1946 during her enforced separation 
from her husband and family. Later this year they will at last be published 
in our language and available to readers across the world, something which 
gives Else and her husband, Siegfried, the recognition they surely deserve.  

Let’s stay with Ursula von der Leyen for a closing anecdote. When she had 
just been appointed President of the European Commission and was 
speaking of the UK withdrawal negotiations, I heard a recording of her 
addressing us in English. ‘We in the EU, we really want to make as much 
as we possibly can.’ What? They want to make money out of it? What on 
earth is this lady talking about? Substitute ‘do’ for ‘make’ and we can see 
what she actually meant to say. It’s all about getting the ‘right’ word for the 
occasion! 

Deborah Langton                  
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My father, Colin Lyle, 
arrived at Limpsfield Chart 
on January 1st 1960.  My 
parents bought Chartlands 
at the bottom of Caxton 
Lane, having spotted an 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t i n t h e 
Sunday Times.  He died 
enjoying the same glorious 
view sixty years later on 
1st March of this year. 

Colin was born on 21st 
August 1926 at Guildford 
in Surrey, the youngest of 
three children. His parents 
lived in a large house on 
the Hog’s Back designed 
by Voysey. Those first ten 
years of his life must have 
instilled a penchant for 
magnificent views. My 
grandfather commuted 
every day to Plaistow in 
L o n d o n ’s E a s t E n d , 
working in the family sugar 
business of Tate & Lyle. 
 Life was pretty happy.   

A good grounding at West Downs prep school was followed by Stowe at the same 
time as George Melly (a surprisingly dreary schoolboy!). He maintained that his 
proper education started after he left school.  He joined the army in 1944 but was 
diagnosed with nickel dermatitis, so could not handle firearms. Luckily he was put 
in charge of the camp library and promptly read everything he could get his hands 
on, creating the basis for a love of history, particularly military history. 

Four years in the army and then Cambridge beckoned, but first Colin was sent to 
Trinidad to learn about sugar production and refining. The journey there took two 
and a half days by plane!  It was on a beach that he met my mother, Margaret, a 
Canadian who was staying with her brother whilst he was running an engineering 
project.  She said she had never seen such sunburnt feet,  Colin having typically 

Remembering Colin Lyle
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pale English colouring. They became engaged.  My Canadian grandmother was 
horrified at the thought of losing her daughter so insisted on a year’s separation. 
Finally they married on 1st November 1949.   Cambridge was abandoned, he 
wanted to go into the family business, so why delay? 

T & L was Colin’s life for the next thirty-three years, retiring at the age of fifty- 
five. His great friend Johnny Tate also lived in Limpsfield at Greenflags, and had 
retired as well. The firm was no longer a “family firm”, it had become too big 
and impersonal in his eyes. His knowledge of the refining process was very 
detailed and he would always be able to tell you how a proper cube should be 
made (not how they are done now!) and the mineral content of Golden Syrup 
(yes, apparently it is good for you). Consultancies followed, but his real passions 
were military history, family and Chartlands. Regularly published in military 
journals, he latterly took to giving lectures, even performing to a full audience at 
the Guildhall in the City of London.  Always scrupulously prepared, his talks 
were committed entirely to memory and covered not only all the major theatres 
of war but subjects as diverse as the birth of the Invicta car which was started by 
his father and uncle and was the first British car to win the Monte Carlo 
Rally ,and of course tales of Tate & Lyle. In his late eighties he was interviewed 
by Dan Snow about the Battle of Arnhem ,where the bridge is now named after 
his heroic Brother in Law, John Frost.   

My father was a pretty anti-social fellow, he barely played any team games, at 
school choosing to specialise in fencing. He neither played golf nor did he wish 
to be a member of the tennis club.  He didn’t partake in Bridge (probably 
because Granny cheated so much at cards), rarely visited the pub (but had a 
serious cocktail or two daily) and attendance at St Andrew’s was reserved for 
christenings, marriages and funerals (sadly not his own due to Coronavirus). He 
absolutely loved Limpsfield and The Chart.  He really did think it was quite the 
best place to spend one’s days and he was lucky enough to do so until the very 
end. 

Cathy Wardlaw 
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The Chart Interview
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Reading books has been a considerable solace in these troubled times, 
particularly the chance to move beyond one’s comfort zone to engage 
with different genres. One local event which has never failed to provide 
ideas and inspiration is the Chiddingstone Literary Festival, held since 
2016 on the first May bank holiday weekend at Chiddingstone Castle. It 
is an important local beacon of cultural excellence but this year it fell 
victim to the pandemic, like so many other enjoyable events, until it 
was resuscitated virtually.  

The festival has gone from strength to strength, growing its offerings 
and audience numbers each year, with over 5000 people in 2019. Its 
artistic director is Victoria Henderson, who previously worked in 
publishing and then in organising and promoting literary festivals at 
Hay, Cheltenham and Bath. She was puzzled why there was no such 
festival within many miles of where she lived in West Kent, came up 
with the idea of launching one, and then convinced the Chiddingstone 
trustees to back it, with the help of commercial sponsors she found. The 
first festival lasted three days with twenty-three events, but in 2020 four 
days and over fifty events were planned. The fourth day is a special 
schools’ day with children’s authors and attracted 1500 schoolchildren 
in 2019. The variety of speakers and subjects offers something of 
interest for everyone and those who have come over the past four years 
include Terry Waite, Richard Coles, Anthony Beevor, Ian Rankin, Kate 
Mosse and Tim Shipman. Speakers at the schools’ day have included 
Cressida Cowell and Lauren Child. The setting at Chiddingstone Castle 
is stunning, with delicious food and drink and a very convivial 
atmosphere.  

This year the cancellation of the festival brought disappointment to 
patrons and significant financial problems in its wake. Victoria 
Henderson decided that it must go ahead, but virtually, through 
podcasts of those who were booked to speak. Among those 2020 
speakers featured are Joanna Trollope. interviewed about her new novel 

Because of the coronavirus, David Walsh couldn’t do his 
Chart Interviews in the normal way. So for this issue  he 
has chosen to write about the Chiddingstone Literary 
Festival, which was also stopped by the virus, but which 
this year was held virtually! He explains below.

Chiddingstone (Virtual) Literary Festival
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Mum and Dad; Michael Morpurgo, author of War Horse, talking about 
his war stories for children; and Neil MacGregor, former Director of the 
National Gallery and the British Museum, in conversation about his new 
book, Living with the Gods. 

My own involvement was to interview Andrew Roberts about his 2018 
biography of Winston Churchill. Andrew is an historian of international 
renown who is currently Visiting Professor in the Department of War 
Studies at King’s College, London. The interview took place over the 
ubiquitous ‘Zoom’ and in it I tried to draw out, in the thirty minutes 
available, some of the key strands of Churchill’s life and political 
beliefs, on a weekend which coincided with the VE Day 
commemoration. Andrew’s biography is subtitled ‘Walking with 
Destiny’ to embrace Churchill’s own words about the fateful date of 10 
May 1940 when he became Prime Minister. It is now the one thousand 
and tenth biography of the great man, but Andrew had access to new 
sources like the diaries of King George VI and more than fifty sets of 
new papers lodged in the Churchill archive in Cambridge, and it is a 
highly readable one-volume history. One of my final questions focused 
on Andrew as a collector of Churchill memorabilia when he confessed to 
buying at auction one of the great man’s bow ties, without yet being able 
to bring himself to wear it. 

The podcasts transport us beyond lockdown into imaginary and 
h i s t o r i c a l w o r l d s a n d c a n b e f o u n d o n t h e w e b s i t e    
www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk/literary_festival/    Click on the links 
when you reach the website and relax with your computer or IPAD to 
listen to some fascinating discussions, with the further bonus of 
recordings of speakers from 2018 and 2019. One thing that remains 
certain in these strange times is that there will continue to be plenty of 
time for finding new authors and burying one’s head in a good book. 

David Walsh 

http://www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk/literary_festival/
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visiting the mansion house and grounds, 
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